Part 2              The Rainforests of the Sea

Would you like to visit one of the most spectacular natural wonders of the world? Then take a trip to the Great Barrier Reef on the north-east coast of Australia. It covers approximately 2,000 kilometres and 1) ................... of 3,000 individual reefs and over 900 islands.
The Great Barrier Reef is home to a wide range of animal and plant species. More than 1,500 species of fish inhabit the reef along with 2) ................... other sea creatures. The Great Barrier Reef is also a breeding ground for green turtles and humpback whales. The question, however, is for how long?
3) ................... scientists from the University of Queensland, the Great Barrier Reef is at risk. They report disturbing findings. The temperature of the sea water is rising due to global warming and much of the coral 4) ................... a white colour, a sign that it is dying. Human activity is also to blame. Over 2 million tourists visit the reef every year, but their presence is harmful as divers disturb the reef and ships drop their anchors on it. Some factories are also responsible 5) ................... the damage because they dump poisonous chemicals into the water.
So what can we do to secure the future of the Great Barrier Reef? Scientists predict that unless we 6) ................... action now, the Great Barrier Reef will have no future. Individuals, governments and wild life organizations need to act together to protect the unique wildlife in the Reef and in this way preserve the remarkable rainforests of the sea.

